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Book Review

The Haunting of Hill House

by Shirley Jackson

“Fear," the doctor said, "is the relinquishment of logic, the willing 

relinquishing of reasonable patterns. We yield to it or we fight it, 

but we cannot meet it halfway.”

― Shirley Jackson, The Haunting of Hill House

2 FREE PASSES

to the Sacramento Arts 

Festival!!!

I have two sets of 2 free 

VIP passes good for the 

Sacramento Arts Festival 

at Cal Expo, for any day 

(October 25-27, 2019) 

and they can be yours.

How do I get these 

amazing free tickets, you 

ask? Simple. The first two 

people to visit My 

Booklandia's website and 

tell me the name of one of 

the plants in the main 

picture of the Jane Austen 

botanical bookmarks gets 

the free tickets. That's it! 

Just send an email to 

info@mybooklandia.com 

with the answer and your 

mailing address. The first 

two correct replies each 

get a pair of tickets.
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I thought the October newsletter should have a little Halloween 

flair, so here's a book to read on a dark and stormy night.

My first introduction to Shirley Jackson was "Life with the 

Savages."  This simple, joyful book about living with young 

children who were constantly underfoot, was written by the same 

author as "The Haunting of Hill House".  The books are night and 

day apart, yet equally engrossing.  Hill House isn't Jackson's only 

acclaimed work. "We Have Always Lived in the Castle" and "The 

Sundial," as well as the short story "The Lottery" are considered 

classics, although aren't as straight forward in their ability to 

chill.  

Hill House has a now common storyline, which was uncommon in 

1959, when written.  A group of people are invited to stay in an 

old house with a history of being haunted, in exchange for a 

reward.  Yes, you can see where the story is going, but it's not 

as predictable as you might think. It also predates the blood and 

gore that are so common in haunted house stories today.  It's 

more intense and subtle.

“All I could think of when I got a look at the place from the 

outside was what fun it would be to stand out there and watch it 

burn down.” 

Jackson's characters are complex.  There's no one perfectly good 

or evil.  But because they're complex, they're not necessarily 

predictable either.  I'm not going to go further into the story 

because it's well worth a read.  So read it! 

“Gossip says she hanged herself from the turret on the tower, 

but when you have a house like Hill House with a tower and a 

turret, gossip would hardly allow you to hang yourself anywhere 

else.”

There's also a new adaptation of Hill House on Netflix, as well as 

a movie-length version of We Have Always Lived in the Castle.  I 

haven't attempted the Netflix version.  I tried the movie version 

of Castle and frankly, the book's strength is that 

Remember, this year's 

Sacramento Arts Festival 

will be at Cal Expo!

EVENTS

October 5, 2019
Bella Vista Craft Fair
Saturday 8am - 4pm
Booth #D103
Bella Vista High School
8301 Madison Ave
Fair Oaks, CA

October 25-27, 2019
Sacramento Arts Festival
Friday and Saturday 
10am – 6pm
Sunday 10am – 5pm
Cal Expo Buildings A&B
Booth #121
Sacramento, CA

November 23, 2019
River City Marketplace
Saturday, 9am – 5pm
The Urban Hive
1601 Alhambra Blvd. (The 
Cannery)
Sacramento, CA

December 6, 7, 8, 2019
Davis Arts Center Holiday 
Sale
Friday 12pm - 8pm
Sat/Sun  10am – 5pm
Davis Arts Center
1919 F Street
Davis, CA

I'm always adding to my 
schedule, so if you have 
an event you'd like My 
Booklandia to attend, just 
let me know.

Bookish Finds from 

AllMyPrettyBooks

I love the look of vintage books.  

This wonderful antique edition 
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it's psychologically deep. I didn't feel the depth in the film so I 

gave up on it after about 20 minutes.  But you be the judge.

Bookish Adventures

Portland Book Festival

November 9, 2019

Looking for a day of books in a city with lots of interesting things 

to see and do?  Then head out to the Portland Book Festival, 

formerly known as Wordstock.  One day only you can immerse 

yourself in books, authors and more!

The festival features pop-up book readings, writer's workshops 

and takes place in and around the Portland Art Museum - plus 

it's only $15 in advance for the day's events.  The writer's 

workshops do have an additional fee. 

There's a long list of authors attending including:

Laurie Halse Anderson

Malcolm Gladwell

Phillip Margolin

Ambassador Susan Rice

Rainbow Rowell

Book signings galore, a book fair and more.  

For more info visit the website.

Arriving the night before?  Get there early enough to enjoy the 

@LitCrawl.  Details on the website.

of Sir Walter Scott's "Lady of the 

Lake" was published in 1884.  It's 

just lovely and the age and wear 

give it even more character.  

If you want to take a look at 

AllMyPrettyBooks' copy just click 

here.

FUN BOOK FACTS

The first Sherlock Holmes 

book “A Study in Scarlet” 

was the first work of fiction 

to mention a magnifying 

glass being used as an 

investigative tool and is the 

reason we still connect this 

item with detectives today.

“The man who does 

not read good 

books has no 

advantage over 

the man who can't 

read.” 

  - Mark Twain

GOT FEEDBACK?

I'd love to hear from you. 

If there's anything you 

want to add, questions 

you'd like to ask, photos 

or reviews you'd like to 
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Custom Order Feature

Custom orders come in all shapes, sizes, genres, titles, authors, 

and ages.  This particular custom order was created for a Mom 

and each book was chosen with care.  Even the lampshade was 

created with pages from a very special book.  Whether you know 

in detail which books you want to use, or need help deciding, 

there's really no gift more personal or thoughtful for a reader 

than a custom book lamp.  Want to get more info?  Click here.

see, just drop me an 

email!

Missed an issue?

Back issues of My Booklandia's 

newsletter are available in PDF 

format here:

Comments or feedback on this newsletter?

I'd love to hear from you. Click here to send me a quick email.

Copyright © 2019 My Booklandia, All rights reserved.

Visit My Booklandia at:

https://mybooklandia.com/

https://www.etsy.com/shop/MyBooklandia
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Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list

This email was sent to <<Email Address>>

why did I get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

My Booklandia · Residence · Greenwood, CA 95635 · USA 
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